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The Acceptance and Reflection of German Pedagogical Works in China
During the May Fourth Period

HOU Huaiin  WEN Hui
(School of Educational Science,Shanxi University, Taiyuan Shanxi 030006, China)

Abstract: During the May Fourth Period,the acceptance of German pedagogical works in China can be divided
into two stages.The first stage ranged from 1915 to 1918 ,during which the main acceptance platforms were some
educational journals,such as the Education Magazine,and teaching materials.The General Pedagogy of Herbart
was the main acceptance object.The second stage spanned from 1919 to 1927 and the Commercial Press and the
Education Magazine then were the main acceptance platforms with stronger acceptance purposefulness and wider
acceptance objects.The acceptance of German pedagogical works in this period enriched Chinese educators’
thinking on educational issues, promoted the improvement of the disciplinary systems of early pedagogy in China,
advanced the development of teaching practice in China and propelled China’ s new education movement. The
acceptance of German pedagogical works in China during the May Fourth Period has enlightened us in the
following aspects. Acceptance should be based on local educational practice and cultural exchanges between
China and foreign countries.Diversified exploration over educationists and their works should be carried out and
cultural filtering through criticisms and reflections should be performed as well.

Key Words: May Fourth Period; German educational works; General Pedagogy; Herbart; acceptance
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