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Discussion on the Key Factors of School Characteristics and Its Standards
Li Xu & Wang Qiang
(Faculty of Education Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006;
Faculty of Management, Taiyuan Normal University, Taiyuan 030619)

Abstract: There are many definitions of school characteristics, such as school culture, school individuality and school uniqueness
theory in research field. However, there is still lack of standards for judging the key factors of school characteristics and whether the
school has its own characteristics. On the basis of these existing theories, this paper holds that the school characteristic is the
integration of the unique school educational thinking and educational practice with its products under the guidance of school’s unique
educational thinking. That is to say, the school characteristic is the unity of knowledge and action supported by professional
educational knowledge and theory. Based on the understanding of the essence of school characteristics, the author believes that the
key factors of school characteristics include school beliefs, approaches to educational operation of school, school education practice
behaviors and the material carriers of school characteristics, and the structure of school characteristics is represented by the four
elements and the way of their connection. The basis for judging whether a school has its own characteristics is that the four elements
should not be neglected and keep on logical consistency.

Keywords: school characteristics, school educational thinking, school beliefs, approaches to educational operation of school
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