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Review and Retrospect on the Development of China Educational

Historiography in the Past 70 Years
SUN Jie
(College of Education Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: The development of China educational historiography in the past 70 years,
was divided into such five stages as transformation, initial construction, reconstruction, ex-
ploration and formation. With Marxist historical materialism as the guiding ideology and
method, it transformed into the new socialist one. After 1978, with the re-evaluation of Con-
fucius and Dewey as the breakthrough, it gradually recovered its basic position in personnel
cultivation and scientific research. The discussion on its system in the 1980s initiated stud-
ying the basic theoretical issues from the perspective of educational historiography. Entering
the 21st century, it got rid of the shackle of the textbook tradition, and returned to the na-
ture of history.
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