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The Category of “Benevolence” and “Wisdom” and the Spirit of Chinese Education
Liu Qingchang
(College of Education Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006 )

Abstract: The ideal form of Chinese education is as follows: the educators with “benevolence” and “wisdom” choose the
contents that embody “benevolence” and “wisdom” and adopt the methods that contain “benevolence” and “wisdom” to make
the educators finally become a person with “benevolence and wisdom”. Looking back at the history of Chinese education, we
can find that there is an ideological movement in the spiritual field with “benevolence” and “wisdom” as the basic elements. It
starts from “the juxtaposition of benevolence and wisdom”, to “the corresponding of benevolence and wisdom”, to "not only
benevolence but also wisdom", and finally transforms into the modern expression of “both ability and morality”. Although
Chinese educational culture is extensive and profound, “benevolence” and “wisdom” are undoubtedly its core category, and

“unity of benevolence and wisdom” is the basic connotation of Chinese educational spirit.

Keywords: benevolence, wisdom, the unity of benevolence and wisdom, education spirit, spirit of Chinese

- 12 -



