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Transforming Educational Theory into
Educational Thought: A New Kind of Education Academic Work

LIU Qing — chang
( College of Education Science Shanxi University Taiyuan 030006 China)

Abstract: Educational theory undoubtedly has its own value. It is also a fact that educational theory results in the
helplessness and headaches of educational practitioners. However it is worth thinking that the educational writings
of such educators as Sukhomlinsky Max Van Manen and Tao Xingzhi are very popular among educational practi-
tioners. The main reason is that the writings of these educators are generally educational thought texts rather than ed—
ucational theory texts. Therefore in order to realize the value of guiding educational practice educational theory
needs to change its manifestation mode without losing its spiritual connotation. We call this change “transforming
educational theory into educational thought”. This is a new kind of educational academic work which can not only
increase the value of educational theory but also enrich the resources of educational thought and indirectly make
its own unique contribution to the development of educational theory.

Key words: educational theory; educational thought; transformation; educational theorist; educational thinker; ed-

ucational practitioner
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