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Jingyan: Classical Inheritance in the Interaction between
Jingyan Lectures and Emperors
—An Investigation Centering on the Five Classics and the Four Books

Sun Jie
( School of Educational Science Shanxi University Taiyuan 030006 Shanxi China)

Abstract: JingYan provided a legal platform of system for the court lecturers to instruct the emperors about the Confucian clas—
sics centering on the Five Classics and the Four Books. As an teacher who played the role of preacher he hoped to make an em-
peror of Yao and Shun by educating the emperor and cultivating his virtues. During lecturings when the Jingyan lecture officer
changed the classical texts from written language to spoken language oral lectures at the self — contained stage and text lectures
at the conscious stage were formed. The text of lectures formed by classic interpretations in the court lectures relying on the aca—
demic reputation of the lecturers and the academic inheritance of the disciples and with the influence of the emperor’s political
prestige and public opinion has become a political power that leads the academic trend and promotes the inheritance of Confu-
cian classics. The process of deriving the emperor’ s learning by the court lecturer with The Great Learning is to achieve the mu—
tual integration and coexistence of “politics as education” and “teaching as governance” at the academic level so as to realize
the unity of the ideal of external king growing from internal saint and the reality that the outer king must have the realm of inner
sageliness and then interpret and reshape the new paradigm of learning to Sheng Wang. Along with it comes the inheritance of
Confucian classics with the Five Classics and the Four Books as the key part.

Key words: Jingyan; emperor’s learning; teach emperor to become kings of Yao and Shun; Jingyan lectures; learning to be—

come a holy emperor
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