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After the Classical Spirit:
Contemporary Obstruction and Virtue Regression of Educational Ideals

Xiang Jifa

Abstract: Education in the era of measurement conflicts with classical education, and they seldom work in concert
with each other. This triggers a dispute over the ancient and modern forms of education. The intervention of large—scale
evaluation and measurement in education has brought about an internal divergence of educational knowledge, namely
educational science highlighting numeric indicators has apparent conflicts with educational thoughts returning to the
classical spirit. Dominated by technologism, education presents a blind worship for achievements, performance,
competence and rankings produced through scientific measurement. The blind worship coincides with the experience of
the public, and they jointly make education deviate from its essential purpose. Education has thus become a means of
pursuing realistic purposes, disregarding human life and spirit. This is completely contrary to the ideals of classical
education. An ideal approach to settling the dispute over the ancient and modern forms of education is to reconsider the
educational ideals based on the origin of philosophy, reflect on the logic of modern education by means of returning to
human nature, and examining individuals” moral position in educational action. Although the ideals of classical education
cannot give direct enlightenment, they can arouse the conscious spirit of educators to achieve self—enlightenment.
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