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The Cognitive and Reaction of the Lower-class Intellectuals in the
Late Qing Dynasty about The Reform of Shuyuan System

A Micro Investigation Based on Tuixiangzhai Diary

GUO Sanjuan', CHEN Hao*

(1. College of Education Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China;

2. Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The diary of Liu Dapeng recorded the observation and experience of an ordinary
intellectual about the reform of Shuyuan System. Before the reform, Liu experienced the iden-
tity transformation from a student to a manager. While recognizing the education value of
Shuyuan, he was also very sensitive to the many problems of Shuyuan education at that time,
such as the corruption of learning atmosphere, the drawback of the scholarship system, and
the apathy in the relationship between teachers and students. In the earlier stage of the re-
form, he showed the following reactions: he opposed reducing the scholarship from Shuyuan,
took a contradictory attitude towards the introduction of western knowledge, and ignored the
renewal of the talent concept. When the Shuyuan system changed to the school system. Liu
showed obvious discomfort and dissatisfaction. He worried that Confucian scholars would be
unemployed after the reform, criticized the name of the school converted from Shuyuan incon-
sistent with the fact, accused of the competing for profits with common people in reform, and
pointed out that the reform may bring ethical crisis and ruling crisis. These historical opinions
were not entirely motivated by self-interest, but reflected the worries of the ordinary intellec-
tuals about the fate of their country in the period of social transformation.

Key words: Shuyuan System Reform; Shuyuan; school; lower class intellectuals; educa-

tion reform in the late Qing Dynasty
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